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SO Excited to Say...We´re Coming Your Way!
2013 Home Assignment

MEETINGS COURSES CELEBRATIONS

EL CHAIRO BOLIVIANO
The Bolivian Stew



A s p a r t o f t h e 
Capacitating God´s 
P e o p l e ( C P D ) 

Project, I had the 
o p p o r t u n i t y t o 
attend the fourth 
annual International 

School of EPES in 
S a n t i a g o a n d 
Concepción, Chile 

January 14-25, 2013 
to learn more about 
h o w p o p u l a r 

education methodology has and is being used for social 
change in communities in post-dictatorship Chile.  Throughout 
our two weeks, we visited the Memory Museum, learned 
about ethnographic investigation and its importance in 

popular education, worked alongside health groups in the 

areas of anti-violence against women, anti-tobacco, and breast 
cancer awareness campaigns, attended conferences on the 
challenges and practices of primary health, attended a worship 

service at a Lutheran Church, learned about how the EPES 
team worked and continues to work post earthquake and 
tsunami in Concepción by bringing basic necessities to the 
people,  providing psychological services to children, working 

with the people in temporary housing camps in the area of 
community building, etc., learned about the fight for health 
rights for those people living with HIV/AIDS, attended a 

lecture on women´s rights, wrote a personal project of how 
to work in popular education and had many, many wonderful 
moments like culture night and visiting Pablo Neruda´s house.  

If  after reading this you too are interested in attending the 
International School, you can find all of the details for next 
year´s school on their website: http://www.epes.cl.  After 
attending this course, I feel as if there is yet hope for our 

world and would highly recommend it to everyone!

Escuela Popular en Salud
International Training Course on Popular Education in Health

•Eber´s Follow-Up Social Work Visit #2 (only 2 
more to go!)
•Justin´s 32nd Birthday!

•EPES 4th International School of Health
•CPD Skype Conference
•CPD-IELB Local Team Meeting

January Events

http://www.epes.cl
http://www.epes.cl


PHOTOS FROM EBER

TOP LEFT: FOR FATHER´S DAY (MARCH 19TH IN 
BOLIVIA) EBER SANG FOR HIS DADDY, BUT 
SOMEHOW JUSTIN ENDED UP WEARING HIS 
CHICKEN COSTUME INSTEAD!

MIDDLE LEFT: DADDY AND EBER COLOR AND PLAY 
“AUTUS” HIS VERSION OF “AUTO” OR CAR DURING A 
MEETING WHILE MAMA PRESENTS

BOTTOM LEFT: EBER AND HIS GODMOTHER SARAH 
PLAYING WITH A KITTEN AT CHURCH

RIGHT TOP: WE´VE BEGUN THE ADVENTURE OF 
POTTY TRAINING!  PLEASE CONTINUE TO PRAY FOR 
US!  HAHA :)

RIGHT BOTTOM: EBER LOVES HIS TRAIN SET



“Lutheran Confessional Identity” 
(Taken from the Class Introduction)

The study of the confessional heritage 
of the Lutheran  church, with  its 
vitality, diversity, challenges and 
problems, will be the basis of this 
course. Current  realities are clarified 
when the context  of the theologies, 
confessions, leadership, and mission 
of the Lutheran church is explored 
and analyzed. As members and 
leaders of the Bolivian Lutheran 
Church, it  is crucial to remember our 
history, evaluate and affirm our 
heritage, identity, and learn  from the 
faithfulness and failures of our 
predecessors. After all, the Lutheran 
community  continues confessing its 
beliefs, confessions, and doctrines; 
making them real through daily 
practice. It is impossible to live our 
L u t h e r a n i d e n t i t y w i t h o u t  a 
k n o w l e d g e o f o u r L u t h e r a n 
confessional heritage. The course goal 
is to investigate and develop  a critical 
response to  the question: What  does it 
mean to be Lutheran  in Bolivia today? 
It is not a response or reality that  we 
will arrive at  by walking alone, but 
rather it  is a joint search of 
accompaniment, a fruit of mutual 
dialogues, and in relation to  the 
Lutheran confessional texts. 

For years and decades, the IELB has 
had the thirst to  deepen and develop 
its Lutheran contextual identity. 
Neither the pastors nor the members 
of the IELB have easy access to  the 

confessions and doctrines of the 
Lutheran church. Therefore, this 
course responds to their needs to 
become more familiar with  their 
c o n f e s s i o n a l , d o c t r i n a l , a n d 
theological identity and heritage 
commonly shared within the Lutheran 
world. 

Successful completion of this course, 
offered by the IELB in collaboration 
with ISEAT  (the ecumenical seminary 
in La Paz), will be recognized and 
counted as the fulfillment  of the 
requirements for an elective class in 
ISEAT. At the end of the course, 
students will receive a certificate of 
completion recognized and backed by 
ISEAT  and the IELB as part of the 
theological-pastoral formation, 
concentrated in Lutheran identity.

If this first pilot  course of “Lutheran 
Confessional Identity” is successful, 
then there may be the possibility of 
opening and preparing more Lutheran 
courses that deal with the following 
themes: “Lutheran Li turgy in 
Context” (Liturgy & Homiletics), 
“Lutheran Hermeneutics of the 
B i b l e ” ( B i b l i c a l E x e g e s i s ) , 
“Constructing a Lutheran Contextual 
Identity” (Constructive Theology), 
etc. 

To date, the course has maintained a 
class attendance average of 20 
students:  36% young adults (lay), 
36% adults (lay), and 28% ordained 
pastors.

Lutheran Confessional Identity Course 
IELB / ISEAT Collaboration

A NEW INITIATIVE

COURSE PLANNING

JUSTIN TEACHING

THE CLASS

GROUP WORK

February Events

•Skype Conference with Bishop Jessica Crist and Pastor President Emilio 
Aslla Flores
•CPD-IELB Local Team Meetings
•Carnaval
•Lutheran Confessional Identity Course
•Justin met the Apostolic Nunciature of the Holy See to Bolivia
•Church History I at ISEAT



March Events

•World Prayer Day Celebration
•CPD Website Work
•SEMLA “Introduction to the Bible” Course
•Eber´s School Parent Meeting
•La Paz/ El Alto Sunday School Professors´ Workshop
•El Sembrador Women´s Group Reflection
•Father´s Day
•Holy Week and Easter!!

EXCITING 
DYNAMICS

FUN GROUP 
EVALUATIONS

WORLD PRAYER DAY

THIS YEAR TOLD STORIES OF WOMEN FROM DIFFERENT 
STAGES OF LIFE AND SOCIOECONOMIC GROUPS FROM FRANCE.  
TO LEARN MORE ABOUT HOW YOUR CONGREGATION/GROUP 
CAN PARTICIPATE IN WORLD PRAYER DAY, PLEASE VISIT: 
HTTP://WWW.WDP-USA.ORG/2013-FRANCE/

The CPD- IELB Local Team held a follow-up 
workshop to share with Sunday School 
Professors from La Paz and El Alto popular 
education methodologies, make the relationship 
with Christian Education and model dynamics 
from the book “Técnicas participativas para la 
educación popular.”  The following is a list of 
the differences that they decided on between 
traditional education and popular education.

Traditional Education Popular Education

memorizing
encyclopedic
vertical: the professor 
knows everything-
banking model
everyone looks at the 
front of the room
copying
listening only
no questioning allowed

participative 
dialogues
horizontal
creative
more democratic
communicative
more free
reflexive
more interaction 
between the professor 
and students
more practical

"Although the teachers or the students are not the same, 
the person in charge of education is being formed or re-
formed as he/she teaches, and the person who is being 
taught forms him/herself in the process. …There is, in 
fact, no teaching without learning." Paolo Freire

http://www.wdp-usa.org/2013-france/
http://www.wdp-usa.org/2013-france/


CAPACITATING GOD´S PEOPLE (CPD) PROJECT WEBSITE!!

As many of you know, I am the project coordinator for the ELCA “Capacitando al Pueblo de Dios” 
Project.  If your congregation needs FREE Lutheran Christian Education resources in Spanish, this 
site is the place to find them!  It is always under construction in a good way, meaning that we are 
constantly adding more resources, so check it frequently.  Also, the more people that like the page, 
the more it gets advertised and promoted, so please like it and share it with your friends!!

CAPACITANDOALPUEBLODEDIOS.ORG

To unsubscribe at any time, simply reply to the email you 
received !om me with “STOP” in the message title.  I´" 
take your name off the distribution list as soon as possible.

Justin    just in .e l ler@elca .org

 Kari   kari.eller@elca.org

Justin, Kari,  & Everette Eller
Casilla de Correos 7408

La Paz - Bolivia
Sudamérica

EL CHAIRO BOLIVIANO
The Bolivian Stew

http:/ /karieller.weebly.com
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