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Walking home one Sunday afternoon during my husband’s second 
year of seminary, we looked at each other and asked, almost at the 
same time, “Did you get the feeling from that worship service that 

maybe we’re meant to do ministry abroad?” 
It was almost eerie how the Spirit spoke to each of us—separately, 

but definitely together. At that moment, we decided we should be open 
to wherever the Spirit wanted to lead us, that we should pray about it and 
when the time was right, act on it. 

As Justin entered into his senior year at seminary, we continued to feel 
that tug toward serving globally and knew it could no longer be ignored. 
We filled out two sets of paperwork for a first call: one to serve within the 
U.S. and one for service within ELCA Global Mission. To only fill out the 
paperwork for the U.S. would have felt like limiting the Spirit. 

We heard that we were accepted into Global Mission and could not 
have been happier. Justin graduated in May, was ordained in June at the 
2009 NC Synod Assembly and on Aug. 26 we left to serve alongside the 
Iglesia Evangélica Luterana Boliviana (IELB) for two years in La Paz, 
Bolivia. 

Our first few months in Bolivia were spent getting settled and learning 
how to function in a developing country. We had to relearn how to do the 
things we take for granted, such as riding a bus to work and buying grocer-
ies. We also had to find an apartment and fill out our one-year residency 
applications as missionaries. These activities weren’t always as easy as 
they sound, but with the help of the church here in Bolivia, we accom-
plished much more than we thought possible. 

Apart from being with the church for worship and special events, Justin 
and I are involved in the life of the IELB in many ways.

For the past seven months, we have worked alongside the secretary of 
mission to support and teach a new group of Bolivian missionaries. We 
also have visited church-related institutions and organizations for their 
special events and facilitated workshops on topics such as liturgy, baptism 
and Lutheran doctrine.

Starting this month, Justin and I will begin to teach in a program 
through the Bolivian Lutheran church and at the Instituto Superior Ecu-
ménico Andino de Teología (ISEAT).

Living in Bolivia, we see the Bible come alive in hospitality, like a 
shawl put on your shoulders when you are cold. It’s a place where God’s 
glory can be seen in the perseverance of the women and men who, despite 
years of discrimination, continue to live a life that shines the light of 
Christ. We have witnessed how a multicultural church works while hold-
ing services in two to three different languages and how, even with con-
flict and lack of resources, ministry can still happen in a church. This last 
part continues to shock us when we are reminded regularly that pastors 
don’t get paid but still find time to preach and visit members every week. 

We are humbled when there is an event 
and we are asked to share our glass or spoon 
with our neighbor, but everyone through the 
love of their neighbor is able to eat. And we 
receive the most food from those who can’t 
afford to feed us.

We are reminded of the strong connec-
tion to God that many IELB members have 
when we hear their prayers that mention 
walking with God, knowing many of them 
walked one to three hours to get to their 
congregation that day, or when we see a 
church that two families built by hand. We 
have learned how to be missionaries who 
walk with, not in front of or behind but 
alongside our brothers and sisters in Christ.

We’re receiving much more from the 
IELB than we could ever give and our 
understanding of God’s love continues to 
deepen every day we walk with God and the 
Bolivian Lutheran Church.  M

By Kari Eller

Justin and Kari Eller are ELCA missionaries serving 
in Bolivia. Each month, Kari sends out a newsletter 
about their life in Bolivia and recently wrote an arti-
cle for “Nina” the Bolivian version of The Lutheran. 
Justin has a devotional blog (thepilgrimpastor. 
blogspot.com) and a food blog (thepilgrimpastor. 
wordpress.com). Subscribe to either blog, or to 
receive the monthly newsletter, e-mail Kari at 
kfeller5@yahoo.com. 

Justin and Kari Eller

9B North Carolina (may).indd   1 3/23/10   4:18:40 PM



North Carolina Synod supplement

B   The Lutheran •  www.thelutheran.org 

Martin Luther Seminary is one of 
three schools in the Evangeli-

cal Lutheran Church of Papua New 
Guinea. Distinguished because the 
courses are taught in English, the 
seminary has 10 full-time faculty 
members, including the principal, 
deputy principal and dean of studies, 
and just under 100 students.

Don and Laura Just, short-term 
missionaries teaching at the semi-
nary, watch as students and their 
families sacrifice to keep a house and 
home together as they pursue their 
studies. 

Annual board, room and tuition 
costs about 1750 kina ($700). Don 
said, “That may sound pretty inex-
pensive until one considers the aver-
age wage in PNG. We know of two 
neighbors who make their living as 
gardeners and earn 10 kina per day, 
the equivalent of $4.”

Sakaria Malelak is one of the pas-
tors returning to school at Martin 
Luther. He is from Morobe Province 
and the Yabim District. Ordained in 
1996, Malalek has served as parish 
pastor and secondary school chaplain 
for 13 years. His wife and family 

When Zac, a seventh-grader, 
attended four, one-week summer 

camp sessions last year, he knew he 
would experience and participate in 
exciting programs with other youth.  

During his first week of camp at 
Kure Beach, Zac surfed, kayaked, 
played and lived on the beach.

Each of the following weeks was 
a new experience at Camp Agapé. 
His second week was Campfirma-
tion with his home congregation, 
where he spent time strengthening 
his relationship with God, his friends 
and pastor. The third week he expe-
rienced the gifts of God’s creation in 
Nature Camp. Zac encountered God’s 
creation through pond study, animal 
tracking and some of the brightest 
stars he had ever seen. His fourth 
week was a blast, as he built and 
launched model rockets each day.

As his camp experience was 
coming to a close, Zac participated 
in worship, Bible study, campfires, 
crafts, games and swimming with his 
friends. After he received his personal 
affirmation from his counselor at the 
closing worship, Zac was asked what 
his favorite part of the four weeks of 
camp was. 

“This, this worship service right 
here,” he said. “When my counselor 

shared with me what my gifts are and 
how much God loves me for who I 
am.”

Zac’s story is not uncommon. Each 
year, youth of all ages participate in 
a camp experience at Agapé V Kure 
Beach Ministries, where the summer 
program builds self-value and self-
esteem, provides quality Christian role 
models and a safe environment for 
campers, teaches creation stewardship, 
uses music to share faith, promotes 
fun, and develops and nurtures leaders, 
like former staff member, Darren.

Darren was guided in his faith 
journey by Agapé V Kure Beach Min-
istries to become an ELCA pastor. He 
developed his leadership skills and 
recognized untapped gifts in serving 
others during his time as a counselor 
at Camp Agapé. His experience 
affirmed his gifts and guided him in a 
new direction.

Staying true to its goals, Agapé V 
Kure Beach Ministries is about form-
ing relationships, building identity as 
a child of God and sharing God’s love. 
It helps build leaders for the future of 
the church and our world.

In 2009, Agapé V Kure Beach 
Ministries served more than 11,000 
guests at its two sites. Serving the peo-
ple of God in North Carolina, Agapé 
V Kure Beach Ministries exists 
to partner with congregations in 
fulfilling the baptismal covenant. 
Its focus is on a small-group style 
that stresses the importance of 
building relationships with God, 
with other people and with God’s 
creation.

For camping and retreat oppor-
tunities visit www.agapekure 
beach.org; call 919-552-9421.  M

Serving in  
Papua New Guinea

Experience the Spirit …  
Christ, creation, community
Building leaders at Agapé V Kure Beach Ministries
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North Carolina’s Lutheran Services 
for the Aging is honoring the past and 
preparing for the future.

Lutheran Services for the Aging 
(LSA) was founded in 1960 as 

the North Carolina Synod’s minis-
try “to the aging and the helpless.” 
Now celebrating its 50th anniver-
sary, LSA remains a ministry for the 
aging, though many of those they 
serve are far from helpless. Since 
the opening of its first nursing home 
in 1962, LSA has added nursing 
homes, assisted living, adult day ser-
vices and two very active retirement 
communities.

It all began in 1959 when faithful 
servants from Lutheran congrega-
tions in the state’s Piedmont area met 
to discuss the growing needs of aging 
seniors and the lack of residential 
services. Their compassion and con-
cern sparked the creation of Lutheran 
Homes of North Carolina.

Fifty years and a new name later, 

LSA has grown from a single nurs-
ing home into one of the nation’s 
largest faith-based, not-for-profit, 
senior living networks, meeting the 
needs of nearly 1,300 older adults 
daily.

Honoring the past
At the heart of the organization’s 
50-year legacy is its mission: “We 
strive to express God’s love in Christ 
to those we serve by providing mul-
tiple services for seniors including 
nursing care, adult day care, and 
retirement living; ministering to their 
needs in traditional and innovative 
ways; and demonstrating responsible 
stewardship.”

LSA ministries include:
• Lutheran Home-Hickory, founded 
in 1962, the first LSA nursing home 
• Lutheran Home-Albemarle, estab-
lished in 1971.
• Lutheran Home at Trinity Oaks, 
which began as Lutheran Home-
Salisbury in 1976.

have stayed behind in their village in 
the mountains, which is a half day’s 
drive away, while he pursues a bach-
elor of theology degree.

The Justs agree that it is an honor 
and privilege to associate with the 
seminary community and students, 
whose seriousness and diligence is 
underscored by the sacrifices many 
have made to be at the school. Their 
lives are stories of courage and faith-
fulness, they said.

Laura teaches English 5 (a course 
on writing term papers). She also 
tutors students who need extra help 
with English in order to pass the pro-
ficiency exam.

Don teaches a course on the Epis-
tle to the Romans and a philosophy 
course.

Martin Luther Seminary is 
located within the Yabim District of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
of Papua New Guinea. The Yabim 
District is a companion of the NC 
Synod. Four members of the district  
were visitors at the 2009 NC Synod 
Assembly.  M

Riding the Silver Tsunami

 Don Just (center), a short-term 
missionary, with students Sakaria 
Malelak and Jack Keninga at Martin 
Luther Seminary in Lae, Papua New 
Guinea.

State of the art Lutheran Home-Hickory , circa 1962.

Continued on page D
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• Lutherhaus, a federally subsidized 
apartment complex for individuals 
with low-income and/or disabili-
ties built in 1980 and administered 
in cooperation with St. Andrews 
and Bethany Lutheran churches, 
Hickory.
• Crescent View Retirement Com-
munity, North Carolina’s first rental 
retirement community, built in the 
Blue Ridge Mountains at Arden in 
1991.
• Trinity Oaks Retirement Commu-
nity, Salisbury, LSA’s first continuing 
care retirement community formed in 
1993 and expanded in 2008.
• Abundant Living Adult Day 
Services-Salisbury, acquired in 
1994.
• Lutheran Home-Hickory West and 
Lutheran Home-Winston-Salem, 
leased in 2001 and purchased in 
2006.
• Elms at Tanglewood, an assisted 
living residence in Clemmons, pur-
chased in 2008.

• Geriatric care management ser-
vices, initiated in 2009.

Preparing for the future
LSA President Ted W. Goins Jr. said 
that as LSA enters its next 50 years 
it will also face an age wave—the 
“silver tsunami” or flood of baby 
boomers that will likely overwhelm 
the nation’s aging resources. 

“In 2004, when an unexpected 
major tsunami devastated parts of 
Thailand, a call went out for better 
preparedness for the future,” Goins 
said. “LSA began its preparations 
for the age-driven tsunami long ago 
through its strategic plan, which 
includes the enhancement and 
expansion of LSA’s existing ser-
vices as well as the addition of new 
services.”  

Key to that strategic plan is the 
construction of four nursing homes, 
contemporary in concept and featur-
ing neighborhood design, Internet 
access, buffet dining, spa-like bath-
ing, more private rooms, children’s 
playgrounds, and a comprehensive 
program of home and community-
based services.

North Carolina

Today, residents like Ray Simpson at 
Trinity Oaks, Salisbury, can break a 
sweat.

“People want to be in their own 
homes, in their own communi-
ties, but they’ll need support to 
do that,” Goins said. “Providing 
home-based services and access 
to those services will improve the 
lives of elders across the state while 
allowing LSA to expand its ministry 
beyond the walls of its residential 
communities.”  

Expansion efforts will be 
financed in part through a statewide 
capital campaign to be launched this 
summer.

“It will take the ‘widow’s mite’ to 
meet the needs of our elders—sacri-
ficial gifts and gifts from the heart,” 
Goins said. “More and more health-
care providers feel they can no longer 
care for elders, many nursing homes 
have gone out of business or into 
bankruptcy. Medicaid, the govern-
ment program designed to provide 
comprehensive medical care to our 
aged, our poor and our disabled, is in 
crisis.

“Yet despite these challenges, 
LSA has and will continue to live its 
mission, striving to express God’s 
love in Christ to those we serve.”  M

Samantha Haviland and Sarah Dixon play Wii at Abundant Living Adult Day Services.
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