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Celebrating our one  

year anniversary–  

as missionaries in Bolivia 

August 26, 2010 

 

Dear family and friends, 

  

 It´s hard to believe that a year ago Justin and I arrived in the ―El Alto‖ airport here in La Paz, 

Bolivia.  I remember how much we slept that first week due to ―soroche‖ or altitude sickness and 

how usually right when we needed it someone from the church was always there to give us a helping 

hand.  I especially remember these feelings now as our family and a friend have visited us and are 

calling to mind many of the stories and experiences from our first year. 

 Over the past year, our jobs have changed, our ministries have transformed and our self-

understandings have grown in many ways.  As we march forward into our second year of service, we 

feel blessed to have been called to serve in Bolivia and accompany the Iglesia Evangélica Luterana 

Boliviana (IELB).  From ministering in the city to celebrating congregational life in the rural areas of 

Bolivia, God´s presence has been proclaimed and lifted up through meaningful worship and deepen-

ing relationships.     

 We have learned that mission means being sent by God into the world to participate in God´s 

mission.  As baptized Christians, WE ARE ALL TRULY MISSIONARIES, called to share God´s love, for-

giveness, acceptance, salvation and promise through Jesus Christ with the world.  Being in mission is  

not always easy, however, it is a fundamental part of our baptismal calling that is life-giving and what 

God empowers us to do and be.  We hope that through the second half of our ministry here, we can 

continue to share the Good News with you from Bolivia in ways that inspire and invite you into mis-

sion life in your own congregations and organizations.  May the vibrant movement of the Holy Spirit 

surround you, fill you and propel you into your communities to serve God and your neighbor.   

 

God´s blessings and peace,  

 Kari and Justin 



Mariachi bands 

are yes, typically 

from Mexico, but 

here in Bolivia 

they are quite po-

pular, too!   
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Justin celebrated a wedding– for two colleagues 

Kari and Justin gave a message- for a IELB Wednesday morning devotional 
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What We´ve Been Up To Lately... 

Congratulations  

Wilfredo and Leticia! 

Excerpt from message on the 

Syrophoneician woman  

...God places people in our paths to 

interrupt our normal walk in order 

to get our attention.  Often, these 

sisters and brothers are means of 

transformation, who speak to us as 

God´s voice.  The plea of the Syro-

phoneician mother to Jesus still 

speaks to us in our various contexts, 

calling us all to open our hearts and 

be transformed by the poor, suffer-

ing, marginalized and excluded…. 

1 John 4:9-12 

This is how God showed his love among us: He 

sent his one and only Son into the world that 

we might live through him. This is love: not that 

we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his 

Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear 

friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to 

love one another. No one has ever seen God; but if 

we love one another, God lives in us and his love 

is made complete in us. 



Example outline of a Sunday school lesson: 

 
01/09/2011 THE BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 

 

Song: In the Name of Jesus #21 

Prayer 

Initial question (for children): What happens during a baptism? 

Connection: Today we´re going to learn about the baptism of Jesus. 

Bible reading (students look at accompanying picture while reading): 
Mathew 3:13-17 

Interactive discussion with children: What does it mean to be baptized?   

Children´s theater: Students use accompanying script to act out the passage. 

Scripture to memorize: Matthew 3:17 

Song: How Beautiful is the Lord #16 

Final prayer 

Justin preached at ISEAT- on the parable of the Sower 

Continued writing Sunday school material for children– based on the 

Gospel with Maritza Castañeta, IELB Women´s Coordinator 
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 Mark 4: 1-20  1Again Jesus began to teach by the lake. The crowd that gathered around him was so large that he 
got into a boat and sat in it out on the lake, while all the people were along the shore at the water's edge. 2He taught 

them many things by parables, and in his teaching said: 3"Listen! A farmer went out to sow his seed. 4As he was scat-

tering the seed, some fell along the path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5Some fell on rocky places, where it did 

not have much soil. It sprang up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6But when the sun came up, the plants were 

scorched, and they withered because they had no root. 7Other seed fell among thorns, which grew up and choked 

the plants, so that they did not bear grain. 8Still other seed 

fell on good soil. It came up, grew and produced a crop, 

multiplying thirty, sixty, or even a hundred times." 

 9Then Jesus said, "He who has ears to hear, let him hear." 

 10When he was alone, the Twelve and the others around 

him asked him about the par- ables. 11He told them, "The 

secret of the kingdom of God has been given to you. But to 

those on the outside everything is said in parables 12so that,  

   " 'they may be ever seeing but never perceiving,  

      and ever hearing but never understanding;  

   otherwise they might turn and be forgiven!" 

 13Then Jesus said to them, "Don't you understand this 

parable? How then will you un- derstand any parable? 14The 

farmer sows the word. 15Some people are like seed along the path, where the word is sown. As soon as they hear it, 

Satan comes and takes away the word that was sown in them. 16Others, like seed sown on rocky places, hear the 

word and at once receive it with joy. 17But since they have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or per-

secution comes because of the word, they quickly fall away. 18Still others, like seed sown among thorns, hear the 

word; 19but the worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things come in and choke the 

word, making it unfruitful. 20Others, like seed sown on good soil, hear the word, accept it, and produce a crop—

thirty, sixty or even a hundred times what was sown." 



My parents learning how to drink Boli-

vian juice boxes (they´re not boxes, 

they´re bags and you have to bite the 

end off of them!) 
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Our vacation– my parents and a friend from Chicago visited us 

in Bolivia 
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Coroico, Bolivia– relaxed with family and friends and went 

ziplining...an amazing experience 

Justin and I with our friend, Marcia, in 

the Pampas (jungle) of Bolivia 
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Rurrenabaque and the Pampas, Bolivia– visited and learned 

about many animals of the Bolivian Amazon (Below is a picture 

montage of some of the animals we saw) 



This module will be used as Sunday school material and a textbook for CEBIPAS (a 

collaborative distance learning program between the IELB and ISEAT) to strengthen 

Bolivian Lutheran brothers and sisters in their self-understanding of what it means to 

be Lutheran in Bolivia.  The chapters of this module include:  Who are we?  Lut-

heran Confessions, Lutheran Doctrine, Lutheran Liturgy, Biblical Interpretation, 

Ecumenism, Voices Within the IELB, and Faith, Culture and Politics.  Unlike other 

modules, “Bolivian Lutheranism” does not give a clear cut answer of what it means 

to be Bolivian and Lutheran, but asks intentional questions that aid the participants to 

define it for herself/himself based on one´s beliefs, faith and culture.   
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El Alto English Club– taught (along with help from a friend) the electric 

slide and musical chairs 

Continued work on the textbook module– ―Bolivian Lutheranism‖ 
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Santa Cruz, Bolivia– Facilitated a Women´s Empowerment and Sustainability 

Workshop 

A Little About Santa Cruz 

It´s HOT!  Check out the seasons and average temperatures 

below.   

  Spring   Sep. 21 - Dec. 20   64–91 °F 

  Summer  Dec. 21 - Mar. 20  72–100 °F 

  Fall   Mar.  21 -  Jun. 20  68–86 °F 

  Winter   Jun. 21 -  Sep. 20  46–84 °F  

 

Below are descriptions of two new dishes we tried.   
 
 Majao or Majadito (a creamy rice plate with charque-
 dried meat, duck or chicken) 
  
 Masaco (smashed plantain with charque or yuca) 



One of the things we forget to do quite often is tell the people that we care about how much 

they mean to us.  Each woman in the workshop wrote a special message to the women sitting 

blindfolded in the chairs.  After each woman had a chance to add a sticky note to their head, 

arms or chest, the women took off all of the sticky notes and placed them inside a card with 

their names on it to read later.  We did this activity for each woman there and then read the 

sticky notes individually.  It was really a moving experience to read what other women wrote 

about you and afterwards, we all felt more appreciated, loved, and closer to the women around 

us. 

 Página  7 

The Lutheran sisters of 

Santa Cruz have learned 

how to paint on cloth, a 

skill which they have used 

to decorate their worship 

area and earn money for 

their congregation.  

During this workshop, the 

women also learned to do 

embroidery with ribbon 

which they can use to 

embellish their paintings. 



Have you heard of Kiva or Global Giving?  If you haven´t they are two online programs that connect 

donors with individuals and communities that need support.  The ELCA has its own version of these 

two programs called World Hunger.  ―ELCA World Hunger is a comprehensive and sustainable 

program that uses multiple strategies—relief, development, education, and advocacy—to ad-

dress the root causes of hunger and poverty. ELCA World Hunger responds to neighbors 

around the corner and around the world. (http://www.elca.org/)‖  This August, Justin and I spent 

time with the film crew for the ELCA World Hunger Program and with their interviewees.  We heard 

stories of how the IELB´s  microcredit program (supported by ELCA World Hunger) had given them 

loans to expand their business and construct part of their house.  They praised the program for giv-

ing them a loan when the bank would not, for helping them to improve their lives and for restoring 

their hope for their future.  Their stories are as you read this newsletter being compiled into a video 

to raise funds for ELCA World Hunger so that it can continue to expand its outreach to many more in-

dividuals and communities.  As soon as it is ready, I will provide you with the contact information of 

how to receive a copy of the DVD for your congregation or organization so that you too can hear first 

hand about the good work the ELCA is doing around the world. 
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Hosted, organized and interpreted- for the World Hunger film 

crew´s trip to Bolivia 
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Attended the IELB office field trip- to Tiquina and the ―Bishop 

Jessica Crist‖ Center 

While at the center, we held a small 

devotional.  I led the office through 

an activity where we got in a circle 

and took the person´s hand that was 

in front of us and across from us.  

After forming a big knot of hands, 

we had to undo ourselves back into a 

big circle without breaking the 

chain.  Our big circle reminded us 

that everyone has a different pers-

pective of life (the knot) and that by 

helping one another, we can undo 

and do things that often seem impo-

sible in a short amount of time. 

Part of the “Bishop Jessica Crist” Center in 

Calamaya.  This center will one day be a 

place where Lutherans and other Christians 

come for retreats and workshops.   

http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Responding-to-the-World/ELCA-World-Hunger/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development.aspx
http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Responding-to-the-World/ELCA-World-Hunger/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development.aspx
http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Responding-to-the-World/ELCA-World-Hunger/Our-Work/Education.aspx
http://www.elca.org/Our-Faith-In-Action/Responding-to-the-World/ELCA-World-Hunger/Our-Work/Advocacy.aspx


“You mean to tell me that this is how they get those big charter busses across the 

lake...there´s not a bridge?”  “Well, they make the people get out first.”  (My 

conversation with Pastor Martiza Castañeta in Tiquina, Bolivia) 

What office field trip would be comple-

te without apthapi (Bolivian potluck/

picnic)?  Featured in the picture: fried 

chicken, corn, boiled potatoes, boiled 

bananas, oca (type of sweet potato), 

pasta salad and fried cheese. 
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Left: Pastor President Cristóbal Alejo Fernandez in a life jacket (he was a 

little scared) as we took a small tourist boat around the lake. 

Right: Justin and Secretary of Development Javier Gutiérrez  



Finished the second trimester at ISEAT- teaching English II and 

Introduction to the New Testament 

Began the third trimester at ISEAT– teaching English III and Worship 

and Liturgy 

Dr. Irene Tokarski (pictured 

above) presented her new bo-

ok entitled Gender Equality: for 

a church, theology and pastoral 

inclusivity and guided us 

through different activities that 

lifted up the inclusivity of gen-

der equality in the church. 
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Attended a workshop at ISEAT– on gender and faith  
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“There is neither Jew 

nor Greek, slave nor 

free, male nor female, 

for you are all one in 

Christ Jesus.” 

Galatians 3:28 

Vice presi-

dent Bertha 

Uturunco 

and son pic-

king out a 

picture that 

reminds 

them of God 

A few of the women  who attended the workshop 



In Bolivia, when a couple gets ma-

rried, they can choose to have one or 

all of the godparents below: 

Civil wedding 

Religious wedding 

Wedding cake 

Decorations 

Wedding favors 

Reception 

Gift counting (see below) 

Were padrinos (godparents)- in a wedding of two good friends and 

attended the ―present counting‖- the day after the wedding, learning 

more about Bolivian traditions 
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The day after the 

wedding, the bride 

and groom´s fami-

lies gather together 

along with their 

godparent of gifts.  

If the couple re-

ceives an odd num-

ber of gifts it is up 

to the godparent to 

purchase as many 

gifts as necessary 

in order to make 

the number of gifts 

even.  An example:  

if the couple re-

ceives 197 gifts, the 

godparent pur-

chases 3 more to 

bring the total num-

ber of gifts to 200! 
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Facilitated a national youth leaders workshop– on 

Lutheran identity, self-esteem and leadership 

A few of the youth in their skits 

based on (top left) John 21: 1-11, 

(top right) Mark 5: 1-15, and (bottom 

right) Matthew 20: 1-16. 
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New Workshop Themes Suggested by 

the Youth: 

Ways of praying 

Christian world music and art 

Boyfriend/girlfriend relationships 

Family life and planning 

Being Lutheran and Aymara 

“We are not only the 

Church of tomorrow, 

we are the Church 

TODAY!” 

-IELB youth 



Antti taught us a Finnish song and with 

everyone together the youth were super ex-

cited to sing the hymn below in 5 different 

languages!   

Spanish:  He decidido seguir a Cristo (x3) No vuelvo atrás (x2) 

Quechua: Sapitakaypas purisaqpuni (x3) Manapuni kutiymanchu (x2) 

Aymara: Iyawsawaytwa Cristor arcaña (x3) Janipuniw Quteqtkati (x2) 

English: I have decided to follow Jesus (x3) No turning back (x2) 

Finnish: Päätöksen tein tän Jeesusta Seuraan (x3) En käänny pois (x2) 

Shared an intercultural afternoon with youth and 

Finnish guest– Antti Vuori, a Lutheran musician, 

studying global music 
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Attended an executive church council meeting– where we 

helped define what it means to be the Lutheran church in Bolivia.  

Below are some of the comments of the executive council of the 

IELB 
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As the Lutheran Church, the Church is the communion of the Saints (1 

Peter 2:9).  It is the congregation of saints and true believers; it is 

originally a communion of faith and of the Holy Spirit based on the 

Gospel and our faith.  According to Martin Luther, this article nurtures, 

builds, conserves and defends the Church.  

To define the Lutheran Church in Bolivia, is to interpret the Word in 

agreement to our context, it is a round table where we are all 

represented, where everyone has a space to share, it is multilingual, 

multicultural, where the church is seen in different Andean Bolivian 

aspects.  It is a missionary church and we must begin to see it with a 

postcolonial mentality, fighting against oppression, it is a gift of the 

kingdom of God in action. 

The Church is the family of God; we do not leave people that we love.  It 

is a place where everyone is not only welcomed, but needed. 

The Church is the community of believers.  It is where we participate and 

it is a community of faith. 

The Church is each person’s life with their material and spiritual 

necessities, each moment, each instant. 

The Church is the community living with God. 

The Church is a community (Acts 2:44-46).  

The Church is a gathering of believers that share their faith and 

necessities (both material and spiritual) with the community. 

We are the Church, because we strengthen the Church with our faith and 

learn about God. 

To be Church is to be the body of Christ. 

 

 

 



Visited Cobija, Bolivia– we taught Sunday school, celebrated 

baptism and communion, visited a parishioner at her house, 

visited the farm, and planted coconut trees among many other 

unforgettable experiences 
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Cobija is on the border with Bra-

zil, so we had a chance to visit 

Brasiléia, Brazil.  Here we are 

standing on the “Puente de Amis-

tad” that separates Brazil from 

Bolivia with Luis Blanco, Lut-

heran pastor and coordinator of 

the Galilea Center. 

(Have you ever seen Lutheran cows?  AND 

they speak Spanish too!) There is also a 

farm in Cobija that belongs to the IELB. 

Pastor Luis has a true “children´s church.”  

All of the children you see singing here ca-

me on their own without parents to church 

promptly at 9:30am.  They also are around 

throughout the week for movie nights, 

homework help, bible study and just to play.  

The Galilea Center is most definitely a com-

munity center and hub.  
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Cobija Continued... 

El Chairo Boliviano  

Jesus says, you are the salt of the earth… 

(Matthew 5:13)   

“Coconut trees need salt to grow.  Salt makes the coco-

nut rich in flavor.  I never quite understood what this 

verse meant until I thought about the coconut...we add 

flavor and meaning as Christians to life.”   

-Pastor Luis Blanco, Galilea Center, Cobija, Bolivia 

celebrating 

communion 

four baptisms  

Our first night there, the kids 

planned a special event that in-

cluded two bands, games and 

many invited guests! 
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Special Note:  due to the continued development of our jobs 

and ministry, the newsletter will now come to you quarterly 

instead of monthly.  Please watch for the next newsletter in 

December, 2010. 

 

 

Also, please be sure to check out Justin´s devotional blog:  

thepilgrimpastor.blogspot.com  
 

 

 

If you know of someone who would also like to receive this email and who is not currently on 

my email list, please send me their first and last name along with their email address to: 

kfeller5@yahoo.com and I´ll make sure that they also receive a copy! If you would not like to 

receive any more e-newsletters from Bolivia, please email me at: kfeller5@yahoo.com with 

the words “STOP” in the message title.  


