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Greetings from the World People´s Conference on Climate 

Change and the Rights of Mother Earth!  On the way to the confer-

ence I asked, “Can we make a pit stop...I have to use the bathroom?”  We stop.  

There are three public bathrooms for me to choose from.  I go to the first, 

then the second, and finally the third.  There was no water in the town and I was 

not allowed to use any of the bathrooms be-

cause there was no way to flush the toilet.  

This incident was a VERY clear reminder 

for me as we were heading to the CLI-

MATE CONFERENCE of just how important it is 

that we take action NOW as individuals and society to better our Mother Earth.  

Please make time to read through the next few pages, share them with friends, 

family and neighbors, and decide what YOU can do to help us all.   As a favorite 

quote of mine says, “Be the change you want to see in the world.”  Love, Kari 

by Kari Eller 



“Religion, Spirituality and Climate Change: The Cry of Mother Earth”  

Panel 1: “Christianity and climate change”- from an evangelical perspective 

The Reverend Justin Eller, Accompanying Missionary ELCA, IELB 
 

We of the Bolivian Evangelical Lutheran Church and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America are extremely wor-

ried about the environment: the land, air and water, as members of these churches and citizens of the Plurinational State of Bo-

livia and the world. When we join the movements to care for our Mother Earth with the peoples of the world, politicians, econo-

mists and scientists, we understand that the care for the environment, especially when it comes to climate change, is a pro-

foundly spiritual matter. 

“As evangelical Christians, we confess that our witness to God´s goodness in creation and our acceptance of the re-

sponsibility to care frequently have been weak and uncertain.” 

Within the first days of creation (Gen. 1:6-23), God created the water, air and land for the life of the world, for all liv-

ing creatures: marine life, plants, animals and human beings. When God saw the blessed creation, God saw that it was good 

(Gen. 1:18) and God´s abundant goodness filled all things.    

“As humans, who have been called to serve God and our neighbors, we play an important role on behalf of the whole of 

creation. Made in the image of God, we are called to cultivate the earth, care for the air and manage the waters in ways that God 

care for creation. God´s command to have dominion and subdue is not a license to dominate, abuse, rape and damage. Human 

dominion (Ps. 8), a special responsibility, should reflect God´s way of ruling as a shepherd King who takes the form of a servant 

(Phil. 2:7).”  

“According to Genesis 2:15, our roles within creation are to serve, care for and protect God´s garden, Mother Earth, 

which includes a river that waters the garden that from there divides into four rivers. “To serve,” often translated as “to cultivate 

or till,” invites us to see ourselves as servants, while “to keep or care for” invites us to dedicate ourselves to the environment and 

addressing the issues of climate change as God keeps and protects us (Num. 6:24-26).” 

“But, not satisfied with being made in God´s image (Ez. 28:1-10), we have rebelled and disrupted creation. A disrupted 

nature is a judgment on our unfaithfulness as stewards of creation.  

Alienated from God and from creation, and searching our own notoriety (Gen. 11:4), we fell into the grasp of abusive 

powers and unjust institutions (Gal. 4:9). In our captivity, we treat the earth, air and water as a boundless deposit and we allow 

the powerful to exploit its riches to their own ends (Am. 5:6-15). 

The sin and slavery that manifest in the threats to the environment are not the last word. God responds to our difficul-

ties through the grace of “forgives of sins, life and salvation” (Luther, Small Catechism, the sacrament of Baptism: second). By 

the cross and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, God liberates us from our sin and slavery and empowers us to be loving and 

just servants dedicated to all of creation. Captured by hope, we dream dreams and look forward to when there will be clean air, 

accessible water, food enough for everyone and a healthy environment.” 

 The present crisis of climate change is grave and we know that this crisis comes with unprecedented dangers. “Many of 

these dangers and threats are global; with the majority deriving directly from our human activities. It is in the hope of God´s 

promise fulfillment that we hear the call to justice; it´s in the hope that we take action. When we act interdependently and in 

solidarity with creation, we do justice. We serve and keep the earth, trusting that its bounty can be sufficient for all and will be 

sustainable.” 

 As evangelical Lutheran churches, we work from four principles of justice. “The principle of justice through participation 

means that creatures and the people who live closest to the land have the right to be heard and to have their interests considered 

when decisions are made. The principle of justice through solidarity means that we stand together as God´s creation. The princi-

ple of justice through sufficiency means that the basic needs of all of humanity and all of creation are met in full. The principle 

of justice through sustainability means providing an acceptable quality of life for present generations without compromising that 

of future generations.” 

 “The principles of participation, solidarity, sufficiency and sustainability will shape our advocacy and defense—in 

neighborhoods and communities, nationally and internationally. Our advocacy and defense of Mother Earth will continue in 

partnership, ecumenically and with others who share our concern for the environment” and the climate change crisis.  

 “The perspective of doing too little too late leads many people to despair. But as people of faith, an evangelical people, 

prisoners of hope and vehicles of God´s divine promise, we confront the crisis.” 

 I am in agreement with the other panelists and we have to do more. We don´t have time to only talk about doing some-

thing or just using our words, we have to act. We have to be examples to the world and do what we can as people of faith. 

Sometimes in the United States, there is the sense of “if it does not affect me, then it is not important to me.” From time to time, 

all of us walk around like horses with blinders on, choosing not to look at our neighbors, those who are truly our sisters and 

brothers. When we do not take those around us and their means of life and survival into account, we focus only on ourselves as 

if looking in a mirror, caught worrying about how we look instead of worrying about our sisters and brothers in other countries 

who have no water to drink. We have to listen to the voices, screams and tears of creation and especially to those of the world´s 

people who live closest to Mother Earth because if we do not listen and fight with them, we will not have a planet to call home. 

The crisis of climate change is speeding up at a rate faster than in the last ten years and have to do something now. 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

1. Parts taken from the ELCA Social Statement, Caring for Creation: Vision, Hope and Justice. Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America (Missouri: ELCA) 1993. 

2. Ibid, 7.  
3. Ibid, 7-9. 

4. Ibid, 13. 

5. Ibid, 15.  



“Hear the Clamor of Mother Earth” 

Toward a New Respectful Spirituality of Co-existence 

 

“The earth yells in pain, because life ends.”  The millions of people and living beings that suffer 

the direct consequences of bad human management demand that all the institutions, organizations 

and people assume responsibility with the earth, our fountain of life. 

 

Below is a copy of the profound reflection about the role of religion and spirituality in the 

construction of life systems or in the systems that carry the collapse of our planet that the 

community at the World People´s Conference on Climate Change and the Rights of Mother 

Earth proposed: 
 

1. El clamor of Mother Earth, supporting all types of life, reaches the ears of all people of 

good will.  The eagerness to increment wealth, the comfort of a luxurious lifestyle, the in-

discriminate exploitation of natural resources and the contamination of the air, water and 

land have driven our planet Earth to the edge of a climate collapse.   

2. The Climate Change is the product of a human mentality that considers Nature as an object 

of domination, exploitation and manipulation with human beings as its owner and measure. 

3. We recognize that the Judeo-Christian tradition has contributed in history to encourage this 

type of anthropocentrism and the ungraceful exploitation of Nature, as well as poorly inter-

preted the responsibility to be “caretakers” and advocates of creation, entrusted by the Crea-

tor. 

4. We express our profound worry about the Climate Change and its effects that threaten life, 

especially the life of those who are poor and vulnerable in many parts of the Earth.  All of 

Creation “is in birthing pains” and requires a new holistic and ecological spirituality in or-

der to save life. 

5. We invoke, together with the towns and their wisdom, a profound conversation of our 

thoughts, attitudes and ways of living, with the hope to live our lives in harmony with Na-

ture, the cosmos and the great mystery of life. 

6. We believe that the religion and spirituality of the towns, in dialog with each other, will be 

able to guide us in the search of a life in harmony with the environment, future generations 

and the cosmos. 

7. We call ecclesiastical and spiritual leaders to put into action a wide campaign of awareness 

and conversion of its members, with the purpose to contribute to safe-guarding the life of 

our planet Earth.  We encourage them to insist their governments collaboration so that 

countries promise to assume principal responsibility in the care of the Earth. 

8. We demand that the responsible politicians, economists and scientists take urgent measures 

to reverse the effects of climate change and assure the basic necessities of life for future 

generations.  In particular, these measures are needed so that the next summit of COP 16 

which will take place in December, 2010 in Mexico, will be a transcendental event for the 

future of humanity. 

9. We promise to implement in our institutions and personal life a focus on eco-centric spiritu-

ality and to carry out awareness projects that change the way people think about our Earth. 

10. We invoke the vivifying and fortifying Spirit that guides and strengthens us in our promise 

with future generations and Nature. 

 

Cochabamba, April 22, 2010  (Earth Day) 

The Superior Ecumenical Andean Institute of Theology (ISEAT) 

The ASETT Latin American Theological Commission  



 

PHOTOS FROM THE CONFERENCE 

Me, Liliana, Ju-

dith and Joaquin 

from ISEAT (the 

seminary) at our 

tent where we 

distributed infor-

mation about the 

environment and 

religion. 

A solar oven—the 

restaurant across 

the street from us 

uses these to cook 

their food.  In 

about 5 hours at the 

conference, a cake 

was made! 

Justin giving his presen-

tation about Christianity 

and climate change.   

A poinsettia TREE! 



 

 

 

Did you know???  The IELB now officially has a profile in English!  

To learn more about the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Bolivia, 

click on the IELB Profile tab at the top of my webpage. 

(Top left) Justin reading one 
of the seven last words of 
Christ to the students. 
 
(Top right) Two students 
presenting apples and 
bread as a blessing for the 
coming year. 
 
(Left) Me walking with the 
pastors, parents and stu-
dents in a parade through 
town. 

Spotlight On:   

The Stations of the Cross with the Lutheran Institute 



Things We´ve Been Up To Lately… 

-Presenting at the World People´s Conference on Climate Change and the Rights of Mother 

Earth 

-Presenting a women´s bible study on empowerment 

-Participating in 3 Easter services in the communities of:  Franz Tamayo, Millipaya, and La 

Paz (Lutheran Institute) 

-Meeting with representatives from Canadian World Relief, Mission 21 and ELCA  

-Meeting with the academic council of ISEAT 

-Translating the IELB profile into English 

-Making lesson plans 

-Teaching English I and Church History I 

-Grading mid-term exams 

-Learning about the historical ruins of Tiwanaku 

-Participating in an all-day conference on social work and psychology 

-Creating a manual for the national missionaries 

-Trying new foods:  silpancho, charquekan and anticuchos (yummm!) 

Top 5 Things We´ve Seen on Our Drives 



Easter Celebration 
in Franz Tamayo 

Me with a herd of alpacas.  
We went to pray over the 
farm and its owners. 

Justin and Pastor Choque 
with their leg of alpaca 
they were given as a pre-
sent on our way home. 

Singing in Spanish, 
Quechua, Aymara 
and English before 
the service started. 

Our Lutheran brothers and sisters 



Easter Celebration in Millipaya 

A few of the girls taught me 

how to eat “wiro” or corn stalk.  

It is very sweet and refreshing! 

(Top) The Church 

(Bottom) Two horses 

we saw on the way 

(Left) The men wait-

ing for their main 

dish after eating 

soup 

(Right) Flowers in 

Millipaya 



The man in the background of 

this picture is whispering and I 

can hear him like he´s standing 

next to me using this system in-

vented by the Aymara. 

Us with our neighbors standing abo-

ve one of the subterranean  temples. 

A stone 

face...there 

were over 

100 of 

them! 

“Tiwanaku (Spanish: Tiahuanaco and Tiahuanacu) is an important Pre

-Columbian archaeological site in western Bolivia. Tiwanaku is rec-

ognized by Andean scholars as one of the most important precursors 

to the Inca Empire, flourishing as the ritual and administrative capital 

of a major state power for approximately five hundred years. The ru-

ins of the ancient city state are near the south-eastern shore of Lake 

Titicaca in the La Paz Department, Ingavi Province, Tiwanaku Mu-

nicipality, about 72 km (44 miles) west of La Paz.” 

 

-taken from:  http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tiawanaku 



I held a women´s bible study on four very powerful women from the  Bible:  Esther, 

Deborah, Mary Magdalene and Ruth.  Afterwards, we practiced our embroidering 

skills (I worked on a rooster!) and had a chance to catch up with one another talking 

about women´s issues here in Bolivia. 



If you know of someone who would also like to receive this email and who is not cur-

rently on my email list, please send me their first and last name along with their 

email address to: kfeller5@yahoo.com and I´ll make sure that they also receive a 

copy!  

 

If you would not like to receive any more e-newsletters from Bolivia, please email 

me at: kfeller5@yahoo.com with the words “STOP” in the message title. I will take  

your name off as soon as possible. 

Also, please be sure to  

check out Justin´s devotional blog:  thepilgrimpastor.blogspot.com  

& his food blog:  thepilgrimpastor.wordpress.com  

Chima is fruit that comes from a 

palm tree in the tropical areas of 

Bolivia.  If it is cooked, it makes 

chicha, a drink.  The fruit is also 

turned into a flour, which can be 

used to make bread and pastries.  

Chima can be small, medium, or large 

and either yellow or red.  The trunk 

and branches of this palm tree are 

used for building houses.  As told by 

a friend, all of the tree has its pur-

pose. 

The inside (it´s PURPLE!) and outside 

of a potato we ate recently! 

This past month, Justin and I visited 

the National Art Museum.  This pic-

ture is taken in the court yard.  The 

art was fabulous, but we were really 

impressed with the architecture of the 

building itself. 


